Connecticut Library Association Board Meeting
September 2™, 2019
Middletown Library Service Center, Middletown
9:30 am Coffee/10:00 am Business Meeting

MINUTES

1. Callto Order: President Lisa Karim called the meeting to order at 10:01am.

2. Approval of Minutes

a.

August 1%, 2019 meeting minutes
A motion to approve the minutes of August 1%, 2019 was made by Mary Etter and seconded by Sam Lee
and was approved by a majority. Motion passed. Abstentions: None.

3. Old Business

a.

President’s Report-Lisa Karim: Lisa opened her report by stating that if anyone receives an email from
her that looks suspicious they should delete it. Asin the past few year, the CLA President’s email seems
to be a target for hackers.

She noted that the CLA website will be redesigned with the assistance and guidance of the Publicity
Committee and Jen Datum.

She congratulated the Career Development Committee on a very successful Leadership Institute and
thanked them for working with a sponsor to offset the cost. She also recognized and thanked

the other Sections and Committees planning workshops who have sought sponsor support. Given the
current financial state of CLA finding ways of costs savings is imperative. She mentioned that in order
to save money she has been working with Tracy at CLC over the past month and the Executive
Committee voted to approve changing CLA’s credit card processing vendor from Global Payment to
Host Merchant. This changeover will happen in the next few weeks. Host Merchant anticipates
savings of thousands of dollars annually.

Lisa congratulated Danielle Valenzano on her participation in NELLS and thanked Tom for representing
CLA at NELLS while she was on vacation. Mary Etter later reported that many of the NELLS participants
from this year were CLA Board members including Colleen Bailie and Matt Earls. Also in

attendance was past Board member Kari Hamad. Lisa congratulated all of them on their

participation.

She mentioned she was delighted to report that the Legacy Fund had $500 in contributions in the past
month. This becomes $1,000 with the matching funds pledged by former CLA President Maxine
Bleiweis. Lisa thanked those who had already contributed and encouraged those

around the table to contribute before December 31 in order to take advantage of

Maxine’s offer to match donations.

Finally, she mentioned the webinar which Maria Bernier had posted to Conntech, scheduled for that
afternoon, “Navigating the Census Site” and encouraged Board members to participate to keep abreast
of the census information.

Treasurer’s Report-Kristina Edwards: Kristina reported that the following documents are available on
the CLA website: templates for program budgets and speaker confirmation form, updated expense form
with instructions for clarification on filling out the form, and the updated CLA Financial Plan. Kristina also
echoed Lisa Karim’s thank you and congratulations to the Leadership Institute for a successful program,



as well as making additional funds for CLA through sponsorships. Kristina stated that she will look to
return to the Financial Plan at the next meeting and start touching base with each of the sections and
committees to make sure they have what they need for their programs and answer any questions about
reimbursement or expenses they might have throughout the process.

4. New Business:
a. State Librarian Search Committee Update: Mary reported that there are 14 applications and the
committee is meeting tomorrow to start reviewing. They will provide the search committee with the list
of recommendations.

b. Annual Conference Registration Rates [VOTE REQUIRED]
A S25 increase to Early Bird Member 2-day rate and $20 increase to the Member and Non-Member 1-
day rate was explained by Stephanie Prato.
A motion to approve the Annual Conference Registration rate change was made by Peter Ciparelli and
seconded by Kate Byroade and was approved by a majority. Motion passed. Abstentions: None.

c. LGBTQ+ Section Bylaws [VOTE REQUIRED]
Article 4 and Article 9 both need “Technology” changed to “LGBTQ+”
A motion to approve the LGBTQ+ Section Bylaws (with stated changed) was made by Tom Piezzo and
seconded by Peter Ciparelli and was approved by a majority. Motion passed. Abstentions: None.

Committee/Section/Roundtable/Regional Representatives Reports:

ACLB: Denise Stankovics: Denise reported that ACLB’s Fall meeting will be Friday, November 8", 2019. Ken Wiggin will
be giving the keynote address on measures that matter and there will be 4 separate breakout sessions which are:
Board Basics (refresher on good board governance and practice), a CT Data Collaborative Panel (effective use of data to
assess community needs, advocate and build support for libraries), Media: Navigating a Hyper Democratized Media
Landscape (strategies to foster positive media relationships) and an untitled session with Catherine Marx, Partnership
Specialist with the U.S. Census Bureau, on libraries' role in seeing to it that everyone is counted in the 2020 census. The
after-lunch speaker will be Hugo Balto of CT Latino News on the "CT Public Library Stories" partnership.

ADA: Maria Bernier: Maria reminded people to include language about accommodations requests. Sample language is
on the CT State Library’s website. If you get a request, please feel free to reach out to Maria.

ACLPD: Ramona Burkey: Ramona reported that resource sharing information going to the State Library and you’ll hear
more about that going forward. In the 5 year LSTA Plan there is a plan to start an Urban Libraries task force in CT. They
talked a lot about social workers in libraries and partnering in libraries and ways to support urban libraries in CT.
Looking at possibly a symposium and grant opportunities for programs, services, and all sorts of activities to benefit
urban libraries.

ALA: Erin Shea: Absent

Archivist: Gerald Seagrave: Gerry said that 6 Board members met to review boxes of CLA Archives using the new
Archives Retention Policy and 4 boxes are scheduled to go to the Archives at the CT State Library. Gerry thanked
everyone who helped.

Awards: Region Reps: No report

BCALA: Vivian Bordeaux & Robert Kinney: Vivian reported that a task force is being established by ALA to look into
ending fines in libraries. She asked people to continue being a member of ALA and to let their voice be heard. For
BCALA news, she reported that they will be celebrating 50 years in existence in 2020 as well as 50 years for the Coretta
Scott King Association group. She mentioned to look for that information that will be coming out nationwide.



Career Development: Laura Horn: Leadership Institute was in the beginning of August. Made more money than last
year despite fewer attendees due to more sponsorships. Sent out a survey to all attendees, received great feedback.
Looking at dates for next year — thinking of pushing it back a week due to academic librarians’ schedule. Next meeting,
late October/early November to talk about the scholarship process.

CAS-L: Barbara Johnson & Mary-Ellen Minichiello: Absent
CLA Lobbyist: Gallo & Robinson: Absent
CLC: Jennifer Keohane: Absent

Commission on Ed Tech: Colleen Bailie: Colleen stated that the next meeting is Monday 9/9, and she will have more to
report next month.

CSL: Ken Wiggin: Ken reported that:

1) The Connecticut State Historical Records Advisory Board (CT SHRAB), in collaboration with Conservation
ConneCTion, awarded $17,288 to eight public libraries and museums in the state. The funding is from the National
Historic Publications & Records Commission (NHPRC), The grant funds will be used to bring professional archivists on-
site to instruct staff and volunteers in archival standards and best practices to aid them in making their historical
records more accessible to researchers. The 4 libraries are: Avon Free Public Library; Bill Memorial Library, Groton, CT;
Canton Public Library; and the C. H. Booth Library, Newtown, CT.

3) Connecticut State Library received a $263,291 grant from the NEH through the National Digital Newspaper Program,
to support the CT Digital Newspaper Project. The State Library will be recruiting for new Project Coordinator.

4) Contacted Senator Murphy's office. He is on the Senate Appropriations Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee which
is scheduled to markup the 2020 budget Tuesday, September 10. | encouraged the Senator to support an increase in
funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services and specifically the Library Services and Technology Act
funding for grants to states. The reauthorization of LSTA earlier this year increases the base for each state. The
increase will be incremental based on any increases in funding for LSTA. In August a member of Sen. Murphy's staff
meet with Dawn, Gail Hurley and Christine Pittsley at the Service Center to learn about all of the projects and services
that are federally funded.

5) We will be distributing over 15,000 copies of Gerald McBoing Boing to libraries statewide. Kym Powe will be
handling the distribution. The funds to print a special edition for CT came from a donor directed fund at Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving. The donor is anonymous and the books was his choice.

6) The legislature has still not passed a bond package for the biennium. However we are carrying forward funding which
hopefully will be sufficient for the current round of grants. There are currently 8 library projects waiting for Bond
Commission approval.

Children’s: Allison Murphy & Michele Kaminski: Michele reported that the fall program is October 4" at the
Wallingford Public Library. The theme is the Kindness Platform. Visit the CLA webpage for more information on
speakers and activities.

College & University: Lisa Thornell: Lisa reported that the Section is working on a date for a fall program. Stay tuned for
more information.

CLASS: Carolann Slayton: Carolann reported that planning for the fall program, “Staying Safe!” is going well.
Information available on the CLA website including price.



Conference 2020: Stephanie Prato & Chris Carney: Stephanie reported that the theme for Conference 2020 is: Setting
our Sights on Success and it will be held at the Mystic Marriott in Groton from April 26 through April 28". Stephanie
thanked Leah Farrell for creating the logo.

CT Center for the Book: Lisa Comstock: Absent
Customer Service: Shelley Holley: Absent
Development & Planning: Carl Antonucci: Absent

FOCL: Frank Ridley: Frank reported that applications for FOCL are available online and via mail. The Fall conference will
be held on November 16™ at CT State University and more information forthcoming.

Grants/Fundraising: Vacant

Intellectual Freedom: Sam Lee: Sam reported that there are new and amended Interpretations of the Library Bill of
Rights. Highlights include: Diverse Collections, Library-Initiated Programs and Displays as a Resource, Meeting Rooms,
and Privacy. She encourages everyone to read up on them especially since Privacy was added to the Library Bill of
Rights this year.

Banned Books Week is Sept. 22nd to 28th. She loves to see displays, so email pictures to her!

She is teaming up with Gen Francis from Technology for a fall workshop on privacy in Wallingford on Friday, November
15th. More details to come!

Legislative: Beth Crowley & Mary Etter: Monday, 9/9 from 3-4:15 next Leg meeting. Lobbyist will come and they will

report back to the board. Meetings will be posted on StarChapter, along with Legislative Committee mailing list. Town
hall meetings are almost all finalized. Thanks to all the region reps for all their hard work. Thanks to Leah for creating

the fliers. Region 6 — 9/25 3-5, Region 3 Email Beth for report and flier with meeting dates. People don’t have to go to
just their region meeting. It is open to anyone interested in libraries.

LGBTQ+: Kristina Lareau: Absent

Membership: Trish Tomlinson: Trish reported that she would like to attend round tables and fall meetings to give a
brief membership talk.

NELA: Christy Billings: Absent. Mary Etter reported to remind people that the NELA Conference is October 20-22" at
the Mystic Marriott in Groton, CT. The early bird registration has been extended to Monday, September 9™

Newsletter/Website Editor: Jen Datum: Jen reported that she is excited to be moving forward with the CLA website
redesign.

PEG: Peter Ciparelli: No report

Publicity & Communications: Leah Farrell: No report
Procedures: Catherine Potter: No report

Public Library: Maria Zervos: Absent

Reference & Adult Services: Matt Earls: Absent
Resource Sharing: Steve Cauffman: No report

SCSU: Arlene Bielefield: Friday, 10/18 — a stakeholders meeting after they finalize the self-study that will be sent out
for comments. Meeting will be for everyone to look at the future of the program, looking for all ideas.



Technical Services: Dana Hanford: Dana reported that their fall program is on October 24" at the Wallingford Public
Library. The program will be on RDA and Bibframe with two speakers and details are available on the website. The
Donohue Group is sponsoring their program.

Technology: Genevieve Francis: Gen reported that they will be having a fall program with Intellectual Freedoms on
November 15™ at the Wallingford Public Library.

Young Adult: Brittany Pearson: Brittany reported that the new YA co-chair is Samantha Connell from the New Canaan
Library. Their fall program will be on November 11" at the Farmington Library with Jerry Kraft, author and illustrator of
New Kid.

Region 1: Travis Feder: Travis reported that:

General: The Regional Town Hall, organized in conjunction with Beth Crowley of the Legislative Committee, will
be held on Monday, September 30th at 10:00 a.m. at the Scoville Memorial Library in Salisbury.

Barkhamsted (Beardsley Library): The Beardsley Library is hosting a spoken word open mic night on Thursday,
September 19th from 6:30 p.m to 7:30 p.m.

Beacon Falls: On September 24th the Beacon Falls Public Library will host a program for students about honey
bees, in collaboration with the Flanders Nature Center.

Bethlehem: The Bethlehem Public Library will host TV/radio personality, author, Reiki master, and aura
consultant Sydney Sherman on September 23rd at 6:30 p.m.

Cornwall: The Cornwall Library will host Casework on Your Corner with the office of Congresswoman Jahana
Hayes on September 12th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Attendees will learn about the ways in which the
casework department of their local congressional office can assist them. The library is also hosting a series of
literary seminars about the poetry of John Keats, hosted by Mark Scarbrough. The seminars will run on Mondays
from September 23rd to November 11th, except on October 14th.

Goshen: The Goshen Public Library will also host Casework on Your Corner with the office of Congresswoman
Hayes on September 12th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Harwinton: The Harwinton Public Library will host a chemistry workshop for kids ages 7 to 11 presented by
Imagine Nation on Saturday, September 7th at 11:00 a.m.

Kent: The Kent Memorial Library Quiz Night will be held on September 21st at the Kent Firehouse (28 Maple
Street). Doors open at 6:00 p.m., with the event starting at 7:00 p.m.

Litchfield (Oliver Wolcott Library): The library is hosting Women of 1776, a theatrical performance with Rita
Parisi on September 11th at 7:00 p.m., in celebration of the town’s 300th anniversary.

Middlebury: The Middlebury Public Library will kick off its Blank Canvas Art Fundraiser on Thursday, September
26th. Participants will purchase a blank canvas for $10 at the library, then create their own work of art. Finished
works will be returned to the library and exhibited on October 24th, with proceeds benefitting library
programming.

Morris: The Morris Public Library will host author Charles McNair, M.D. for a book discussion and signing of his
novel Soldiers of a Foreign War, set during the Vietnam War, on Tuesday, September 10th from 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

Naugatuck (Howard Whittemore Memorial Library): The library will host registered dietitian Katie Shepard on
Wednesday, September 11th to discuss healthy recipe ideas. On September 25th at 6:30 p.m., the library will
host Julie Stepanek for a lesson on the fundamentals of ukulele playing.

New Hartford: The New Hartford Public Library is participating in the New Hartford Chamber of Commerce
Farmer’s Market on Tuesdays in September from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., weather permitting. The Licia & Mason
Beekley Community Library will host Anandi for a meditation session on Wednesday, September 18th from 6:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

New Milford: Director Sally Tornow will be retiring as of October 4th, 2019. Downtown Storywalk is wrapping up
on Saturday, September 7th.

Norfolk: The Norfolk Library will present the Greenwoods Puppet Festival on September 13th-15th. The festival
will include a variety of puppet shows for children and adults.



North Canaan (Douglas Library): The library’s ongoing event Words and Conversation meets on alternating
Tuesdays at Geer Village in Canaan from 1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Oxford: On Saturday, September 14th at 1:30 p.m. the Oxford Public Library will host documentary filmmaker
Craig Dudnick for a screening and discussion of his film Alice’s Ordinary People, which chronicles the life of Alice
Tregay beginning in 1966. Alice and her husband James marched with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Alice
trained thousands of people over a period of four years through her Political Education class.

Plymouth (Terryville Public Library): The Terryville Public Library has received a $5,000 grant from the Bristol
Brass General Grant Fund and the Betts Family Fund at the Main Street Community Foundation to support the
redesign of its website. The library has hired Black Bear Creative, LLC from East Lyme. The library will host author
and historian Marty Podskoch on September 10th at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the history and lore of Civilian
Conservation Camps in Connecticut.

Prospect: The Friends of the Library are holding a book sale from September 5th through September 7th.
Roxbury (Minor Memorial Library): The Minor Memorial Library will host a book talk and signing for The
General’s Cook with Ramin Ganeshram on September 12th from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Salisbury (Scoville Memorial Library): The Salisbury Farmer’s Market will be held on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. through October 12th.

Sharon (Hotchkiss Library): The Hotchkiss Library will host an art show and opening reception for the work of
Judith Wyer on September 7th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Sherman: The Sherman Library will host an opening reception for The Senior Artists of Sherman on September
7th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., a presentation of the Sherman Commission on Aging. The library will also host
Marco Polo: the Silk Road & China, and the UN in Action, presented by Dr. Joseph J. Baxter on September 14th
at 3:00 p.m.

Southbury: The Southbury Public Library will host the Ali Ryerson-Joe Carter Duo for Viva Musica Brasiliera:
Celebrating Music from Both Sides of the Equator on September 7th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Thomaston: The Thomaston Public Library will hold its annual book sale on Sunday, September 8th from 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., coordinating with Thomaston’s Annual Main Street Cruise Car Show.

Torrington: The library will host a performance of Scottish music by North Sea Gas on Thursday, September 26th
at 6:30 p.m.

Washington (Gunn Memorial Library & Museum): On September 24th from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. the Gunn
Memorial Library and Museum will host New York Times bestselling author Lisa Taddeo for a talk and signing
about her book, Three Women. Gunn Memorial will also hold a Heritage Walk museum tour of the new exhibit
Washington, CT — An American Story on September 29th. Tours are limited to 15 people each and will take place
at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Waterbury (Silas Bronson): The library will host a mariachi concert by Fiesta del Norte on Tuesday, September
24th at 6:30 p.m. The performance is sponsored by the Philip V. Benevento Fund for Cultural Programs for
Adults. The library will also host a classical piano concert by pianist Konstantza Chernov on Monday, September
30th at 6:30 p.m.

Watertown: The library’s Book Nook is closed for the duration of the Woodward Atrium expansion project,
which will feature a multi-purpose community room, two public meeting rooms, additional handicapped
parking, and a more accessible Book Nook.

Wolcott: The library is holding a book sale from September 5th to September 7th.

Woodbury: The Woodbury Public Library is hosting photographer Mathew Duman for The Grotesque 10:
Amazing Architectural Sculptures from Ten American Colleges and Universities. The program explores Collegiate
Gothic architecture, including at Connecticut’s own Yale and Trinity.

Region 2: Susan C. Ray: Susan reported that:

The Granby Public Library will be sponsoring a Hawk Talk on September 11" at 6:30 at the main library. John
Weeks, Granby’s well-informed and respected resource for all things “On the wing,” pays homage to a variety of
raptors in another highly anticipated presentation at the Main Branch. Weeks shares interesting facts,
identification tips, and answers questions during and after the talk.



Canton Public Library has begun “Meet the Town Historian” Office Hours, in the Margaret H. “Peg” Perry Local
History Room on Tuesdays from 4-6PM. Town Historian Kathy Taylor and Deputy Historian David Leff will be
available to answer questions, assist with research, chat about history, and swap stories about Canton’s
heritage. No appointments required, free.

As part of their new Get Moving series, the Berlin-Peck Memorial Library has started a Walking Book Club. The
club is similar to a regular book club, except meetings will be outside and members will walk while discussing
books. It will be a fun, social outing, but at the same time offering the mental and physical activity essential to a
healthy brain. During the month of September they will meet on Wednesdays at 9AM at the entrance to Pistol
Creek Park and will walk for about 1.2 miles.

The Southington Public Library and LiveWell Dementia Specialists are sponsoring a Memory Café for the public
on the second Tuesday of each month from 1-2:30pm. Memory Cafés are social events for individuals
experiencing cognitive changes from Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia, as well as their family members.
Each Memory Café is unique and offers an easy and fun way to socialize with others who have this shared
experience while sharing light refreshments, an activity, and relaxing conversation. The Memory Café is not
intended for unaccompanied persons with significant care needs.

Region 3: Leslie McDonough: No report

Region 4: Geri Diorio: Geri reported that:

Westport: The 2nd Annual Saugatuck StoryFest is happening 9/26-28. They just announced that R.L. Stine is the
keynote on Saturday.

Easton: They are embarking on updating their strategic plan, which expired several years ago.

They are also in the process of collaborating with the Municipal Agent for the Aging to offer a Homebound
Delivery Service.

Newtown: They are looking to fill the vacancy for a Young Adult Librarian and Volunteer Coordinator. Their
search starts this month. They also received a grant from the state's Historical Records Advisory Board in
collaboration with Conservation ConneCTion for training that will assist in caring for some of their library's
cultural treasures.

Region 5: Robbie Marshall: Robbie reported:

Fall book sales have been announced.

o West Haven’s annual book sale is this weekend: Sept 6th

o Russell Library has monthly weekend-long book sales beginning Friday, September 13.

o Brainerd Library’s Annual Book Sale is the weekend of Sept 20th

o Guilford’s Annual Book Sale is the weekend of Sept 27™
Cheshire Public Library hired a new Children’s Librarian, Andrea Willard, in July. The Town Council approved
moving vacant Adult Services Librarian hours to make 2 part-time Adult Services positions full-time. They will
debut their new Virtual Reality Oculus Quest headset at the Cheshire Fall Festival on September 14™ which is
focusing on the 325" anniversary of Cheshire. They are creating 360 degree virtual tours of historical spots,
using the headset.
Blackstone Library wrapped up summer reading, and hosted their 1°** community movie in partnership with Parks
& Rec. 250 people signed up! They are about to complete the new entry, as part of the library-wide renovation
project. The entry adds 2000 square feet and includes a roof-top terrace. A small reception is being planned to
celebrate the completion of this phase. Sarah Mallory [previously from Hagaman] has joined Blackstone as Teen
librarian.
Plumb Memorial in the Shelton Library System will be undergoing renovations.
Acton Library hired a new YA Librarian and a part-time Reference Librarian. They will begin offering Notary

Public services in October and are starting their Strategic Planning this fall. They will also be hosting the Region 5
Legislative Town Hall on October 28" at 5pm



Region 6: Gale Bradbury: Gale reported:

Salem — Here in Salem, 2019 marks the town's 200th anniversary of incorporation, so our library celebrated the
Bicentennial with a program celebrating the creative talents of Salem's current residents with a "Salem's Got
Talent" program. In mid-August, members of the community sang, played instruments, did card tricks, read
poetry, and much more! Everyone had a great time, and it was very eye-opening to see what amazing local
talent resides within our community!

Coming up in October is our huge annual Used Book Sale. The Salem School gym is filled with roughly 20,000
items for sale with all proceeds going to the Friends of Salem Library to support our programs, collections,
museum passes, story time, and Summer Reading initiatives.

One Book One Region Finale at Connecticut College — Palmer auditorium

Jarrett J. Krosoczka, author of Hey, Kiddo, will speak about his memoir and other topics during a guest lecture.
Free and open to the public on September 17 from 7:00—-8:00 p.m. with a Q&A from 8-8:45 p.m. and a book
signing from 8:45-9:30 p.m.

Groton Public Library — showing of the file “The Public” September 13

Public Library of New London has partnered with local businesses who will offer a discount with your library
card.

Ledyard — Know Your Town series this fall providing tours and information about various town departments such
as police, emergency services, historical sites, library, parks and rec, etc.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn at was made at 10:55 am by Kym Powe, and was seconded by Geri Diorio, and was
unanimously approved. Motion passed. No abstentions.

Attendance: Lisa Karim, Tom Piezzo, Danielle Valenzano, Kate Byroade, Kristina Edwards, Travis Feder, Susan Ray, Leslie
McDonough, Geri Diorio, Robbie Marshall, Gale Bradbury, Allison Murphy, Michele Kaminski, Lisa Thornell, Carolann
Slayton, Steve Cauffman, Dana Hanford, Genevieve Francis, Brittany Pearson, Maria Bernier, Laura Horn, Stephanie
Prato, Jen Datum, Sam Lee, Mary Etter, Beth Crowley, Trish Tomlinson, Cathy Potter, Peter Ciparelli, Leah Farrell, Gerald
Seagrave, Vivian Bordeaux, Colleen Bailie, Ken Wiggin, Frank Ridley, Arlene Bielfield



