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President, Communication Services

Libby Post brings a wide range of communications experience, advocacy and political campaign expertise to her clients. Her interest in assisting libraries, health care organizations, advocacy groups and not-for-profits with her marketing, development and public relations expertise led her to starting Communication Services in 1984. 2014 marked the 30th anniversary of the firm.

A political consultant by training, Post uses her political communication skills to help libraries throughout the country wage successful funding campaigns. She developed the 4-part Library Campaign Training Institute which has been the training core for scores of public libraries. 

She is a trainer for the United for Libraries Neal-Schuman Citizens Save Libraries program. The two Michigan libraries she worked with in 2013—Clarkston Independence and Salem-South Lyon—were both successful in their funding votes. In 2014, she worked with Stockton Public Library in California and the Public Library of New London both of which are organizing strong campaigns to increase municipal funding.  

Her main focus is helping libraries throughout New York State wage successful redistricting efforts, budget votes, funding initiatives and building referendums. 2015 marks her 10th anniversary of working with libraries.
With a current win ratio of over 80%, Post’s victories in the library field are many. Some of the highlights are:
· Saving the Mount Vernon Public Library by waging an aggressive grassroots campaign that restored its $4.35M and kept the Library from closing its doors.

· Creating library districts for Grinnell Public Library (Wappingers Falls), Basloe Public Library (Herkimer), Barker Public Library, Fulton Public Library, Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney Long Lake Public Library, Schuylerville Public Library, and Newfane Public Library.

· Rebranding Saugerties Public Library and then passing a $6.9 million building referendum in May 2008 
· Turning around a losing situation in Spring Valley where the Finkelstein Memorial Library lost its budget vote in 2008 and successfully passing the library’s budget in 2009, 2010 and 2011 each time with margins over 70%.

· Rebranding and overwhelmingly passing a $250,000 school district ballot proposition in May 2009 for the Jervis Public Library in Rome, NY with 74% of the vote. Passing another school district ballot in May 2011 for an additional $525,000.

· Passing 414s for the Hudson and Pawling Libraries in November 2009 which stabilized both libraries’ funding bases.

· Rebranding and passing the Mahopac Public Library’s annual budget in June 2011.

· Managing the successful effort to pass a 15% budget increase for the Albany Public Library in July 2011 after working hard to narrowly lose a 25% increase in May of the same year.
She is also a sought after trainer/speaker for libraries and library systems. Post is the go-to trainer for the New York Library Association and many of the state’s library systems on district options, campaign training, branding and marketing, and customer service. 
Post holds a Master’s Degree in Political Communications from the University at Albany/SUNY. She is the President of Congregation Ohav Shalom. She lives in Menands, NY with her partner of 19 years, Lynn Dunning-Vaughn, 4 cats and a golden retriever named Bailey.
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